
The Setúbal Music Festival is now in its eighth edition and continues to be a unique 
cultural phenomenon, bringing together internationally acclaimed guest artists, from 

Portugal and overseas, with the local community – including almost 1,500 young people 
– in making music and enriching the cultural life of this lovely and welcoming city.  

Each year, our Festival programme has gained its inspiration and integrity through topical 
themes which the people of Setúbal really care about.  This year’s central idea of home 
has various important meanings which cannot be captured in the Portuguese language 
simply by a singular word, as in English, and demand several distinct translations: lugares, 
lar, em casa, raízes, origens, ... Reflecting the rich cultural diversity of the people for 
whom Setúbal is home, our creative and performing artists have responded with great 
imagination and in wonderfully different ways.  The idea of home naturally touches and 
embraces the themes of all our seven previous editions, none more so than our most 
recent focus on migration in 2017 which continues inevitably to influence our society and, 
therefore, our programming.

We are delighted to welcome a number of outstanding artists, from nearby and far away, 
who are making their first appearances in the Festival.  Traditional singer and accordionist 
Celina da Piedade, a star born and shining brightly in the Setúbal region, sets the scene for 
us at home in the opening concert, with her own band, traditional Alentejo singers, young 
musicians from Setúbal and a special guest appearance by João Gil.  The next evening 
opens with the renowned Portuguese Symphony Orchestra, taking time away from their 
home in the National Theatre of São Carlos to visit us with an international programme 
and joining forces with the ‘homecoming’ musicians of our Festival Camerata and the 
Conservatoires of Palmela and Setúbal, directed by the award-winning young Portuguese 
conductor, Nuno Coelho.  Other highlights include performances led by London-based 
German-Egyptian artiste, Merit Ariane, and a return visit by the choral maestro, Pedro 
Teixeira, this time with his Ricercare Choir from Lisbon.  We close with our unique and 
inspiring Setúbal Youth Ensemble, joined by the great jazz singer Maria João.  As always, 
the creativity and performances of many of Setúbal’s young people provide the lifeblood 
and purpose of the Festival.

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the initiative and support of the Helen Hamlyn Trust, 
to the Municipality of Setúbal and to the many local partners, institutions and individuals, 
whose efforts make it all happen.  

Visitors to the Festival can enjoy performances and presentations in several of Setúbal’s 
beautiful and historic buildings. The past meets the present not only in the city’s 
architecture and open spaces but also in its vibrant cultural life, and the Festival is a 
reflection of this. We invite you to experience the unique personality of this city and feel at 
home in the welcoming diversity of its artistic offerings.

I A N  R I T C H I E

A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R

Tickets
Fórum Municipal Luísa Todi 
www.bilheteiraonline.pt
Tel. +351 265 522 127

Information
www.festivalmusicadesetubal.com.pt
festival.musica.setubal@gmail.com
Tel. +351 925 043 715

Partner Hotels
SOLARIS HOTEL    
Praça Marquês de Pombal, n.º12
Tel: +351 265 541 770
www.solarishotel.pt

MAR E SOL   
Av. Luísa Todi n.º606-612
Tel: +351 265 534 603
www.maresol.com.pt

Organization
A7M – Associação Festival
de Música de Setúbal 
Funding
Setubal Municipality
The Helen Hamlyn Trust
The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
Caetano Sport
Support
Antena 1, Antena 2

Welcome
− make yourself at home!

www.festivalmusicadesetubal.com.pt

EXHIBITIONS

12th – 28th May
11.00 – 18.00 Tuesday to Sunday
Casa d’Avenida

All through the house (Por toda a Casa)

Maria João Frade artist
Graça Pinto Basto artist

24th – 27th May
Café d’Casa

Posters for a Festival

Exhibition of proposals for promotional 
images, inspired by the 2018 Setubal Music 
Festival theme of home and created by 
students of D. João II secondary school.

Monday 28th May
9.00 – 18.15
Auditório do Instituto Politécnico
de Setúbal
 
Music, Health & Wellbeing
International symposium
 
Programme: Music Therapy – Music Edu-
cation for Special Needs – Music Medicine 
– Music and Wellbeing
 
International best practice presented, illus-
trated and discussed with leading practi-
tioners from Portugal and the UK.
 
Free admission for music, health and edu-
cation professionals and students – reser-
vations essential

€20.00 for general public

May 24th―27th 2018

Sunday, May 27th

19.00 
Fórum Municipal Luísa Todi
           
Home is where our story begins

Setúbal Youth Ensemble
Maria João vocalist                                   
Rui Borges Maia conductor

The Setúbal Youth Ensemble began in 
2014 and has already made its mark at 
home and abroad as a uniquely diverse 
‘orchestra’ of young musicians.  Newly 
commissioned works by Eloise Gynn from 
Britain and Sara Ross from Portugal reflect 
the theme of home in different ways. 
Maria João, one of the world’s leading 
jazz vocalists, has generously agreed to be 
“godmother” to the Ensemble.

€10.00
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Friday, May 25th

10.30 - 12.00
Auditório José Afonso – Av. Luísa Todi 
– Fórum Luísa Todi

Rhythm of Life
Percussion Showcase + Parade

Hundreds of young people from Setúbal’s 
schools and community groups have been 
preparing once again for the annual festival 
Parade of drumming and cultural expression. 
Follow the lively rhythms, feel the energy and 
celebrate the diversity in the musical lives of 
those for whom this city is home.

Fernando Molina project coordinator
Conservatório Regional de Setúbal 
percussion ensemble

Free Admission

18.00 & 19.00
Convento de São Paulo (Quinta de São 
Paulo, Estrada das Machadas)

Setúbal (con)Vida

Academia de Música e Belas Artes Luísa Todi
Nunca é Tarde para Sonhar theatre group
Patricia Rosa singer
Nicole Viviana accordionist

Artistic responses to the character and 
personality of the city of Setúbal.

Free Admission
Note: please park in “Parque de Merendas
de São Paulo” 30 minutes before

21.00 
Fórum Municipal Luísa Todi        

Homelands                                     

Portuguese Symphony Orchestra
Setúbal Festival Camerata
Palmela Regional Conservatoire 
orchestra
Setúbal Regional Conservatoire orchestra
Nuno Coelho conductor

Programme: Sibelius Lemminkäinen and 
the Maidens of the Island, Britten Peter 
Grimes, Four Sea Interludes, Smetana 
Šárka (My Country), António Laertes 
Patria’s Ouverture, Lopes-Graça Five Old 
Portuguese Romances, Sibelius Finlandia

Like the different dialects and accents 
found in the languages spoken around 
the world, most forms of music carry in 
their sound-worlds the individual voices of 
their composers and the distinctive nature 
of their places. Many composers have 
drawn on the folk songs and dances or the 
myths and legends of the places which 
they call home: some, like those included 
in this concert, have gone still further and 
created music which captures the very 
essence of their homelands and somehow 
define their national identities.  This 
programme also celebrates Portuguese 
talent, including Nuno Coelho who won 
the Prémio Jovens Músicos in 2016, and 
the festive homecoming of some of 
Setúbal’s professional musicians currently 
living and working elsewhere in the world.

€10.00

23.00
Casa d´Avenida

Merit Ariane’s Birdsong

Merit Ariane voice
Hyelim Kim taegŭm - Korean flute
Alcyona Mick piano, arrangements
Louai Alhenawi nay - Arabic reed flute
Antonio Romero percussion

German-Egyptpian singer and composer, 
Merit Ariane, and her multinational band 
create a unique blend of music that finds 
its home in many cultures: European, 
Arabic and Far Eastern. This enchanting 
late-evening concert is inspired by 
birdsong from around the world.

€10.00 

Saturday, May 26th

11.00, 12.00 & 13.00
Moinho de Maré (tide mill) da Mourisca
 
Ninho (Nest)

Merit Ariane singer, composer & project 
leader
IncEnsemble
APPACDM & Setúbal Regional 
Conservatoire creators & performers

Merit and groups of young people from 
Setúbal share songs and stories they have 
created, inspired by the idea of birds’ nests. 
Birds migrate, traversing real and imaginary 
boundaries, between countries, between 
sky and land, magic and reality. They create 
their homes wherever they migrate - and 
sing their own songs - here in Mourisca.

€3.00

11.00
Downtown streets & open spaces 

Home from Home                                                                       

Local representatives of the diverse 
immigrant communities, for whom 
Setúbal is home, share their music from 
many parts of the world in the squares, 
shops streets, cafés...    

Free Admission

Thursday, May 24th 

18.00
Casa d’Avenida

All through the house

Music for welcoming you to the 2018 
Festival, created by young composers 
from Setúbal Regional Conservatorio 
and performed by young musicians from 
the Festival Camerata in response to the 
exhibition Por toda a Casa (All through the 
house).

Free Admission

21.00 
Fórum Municipal Luísa Todi

At Home

Celina da Piedade voice, accordion and 
composer
João Gil guest artist
Amigos do Independente Alentejo chant
Coral Infantil of Setúbal choir 
Santiago Olodum percussion 

This concert sets the tone of the whole 
Festival in celebrating the creativity of 
both international stars and local children, 
who together share the stage.  Home 
has been a recurring theme in Celina da 
Piedade’s work, identifying strongly with 
the rich traditions of the Alentejo region. 

€10.00

15.30
Palácio da Bacalhôa (Azeitão)

Music for a palace
Visit to Palace and Gardens

Palmela Regional Conservatoire ensembles

Free Admission

18.00
Igreja de São Simão (Azeitão)

Home and Away

Setúbal Festival Camerata
Ana Sofia Vilares flute
Nuno Coelho conductor

Programme: Mozart Salzburg Symphony 
No 3  K138, Luis Tinoco Chant for East 
Timor, Panufnik Hommage a Chopin, 
Mozart Salzburg Symphony No 1 K136

A short concert in which one of our fore-
most contemporary Portuguese composers 
reaches out to embrace the people of East 
Timor in troubled times and a prominent 
composer of the 20th century pays tribute 
to his illustrious Romantic compatriot, Cho-
pin, framed by two masterpieces written by 
Mozart for his home city of Salzburg.

Free Admission

21.00
Igreja de São Julião

Come visit us in peace − Veni Creator

Ricercare Choir
Setúbal Regional Conservatoire choir & 
percussion
Pedro Teixeira conductor

A programme of sacred works, created 
by some of the most important choral 
composers of today, including Eric 
Whitacre’s Cloudburst, framed by the Missa 
Veni Domine, a Renaissance masterpiece 
by Filipe de Magalhães.

Free Admission, but booking necessary

Sunday, May 27th

11.30
Fórum Municipal Luísa Todi

Songs of Home
Song-writing project

Setúbal primary schools choirs
Carlos Garcia Band
Celina da Piedade guest artist
Carlos Garcia coordination, musical 
arrangements and conducting

A concert of beautiful songs – inspired by 
the ideas and feelings of home – created 
and performed by 250 children of Setúbal.

Free Admission

15.30
Casa d’Avenida

Music Therapy  

Dr. Simon Procter music therapist 
Marisa Raposo music therapist

Illustrated presentations on music, health, 
wellbeing and the vital role of Music 
Therapy in today’s world.  

Free Admission, but booking advisable


